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No Funny Monkey Business 
 

 
 

FROM YOUR DIRECTOR-GENERAL 
 
 
Dear Delegates, 

Welcome to PDI 2026! I am so excited to have you join us for what promises to be an incredible conference. I’m 
Eric, and I’ll be serving as your Director-General for the next four days. I can’t wait to get to know all of you 
throughout the weekend and help make this experience as rewarding as possible. 

A little about me: I’m a second-year student majoring in Public and International Affairs with a minor in Computer 
Science. I’m originally from Chișinau, Moldova but have also lived in Kyiv (Ukraine), Moscow (Russia), Ankara 
(Turkey), and Baku (Azerbaijan) throughout my life. On campus, I am also involved in PMUNC and PMUNT, am 
an international student leader at the Davis IC, and write for the Prince. If I’m not doing any of those things, I’m 
probably listening to, playing, or geeking out about heavy metal. 

I’m thrilled to be working with an amazing team of Chairs and Crisis Directors to bring you exciting and 
thought-provoking crisis committees this year. I hope you come prepared to dive deep into past, present, and 
fictional issues, push your negotiation skills to the limit, and engage with the diverse perspectives that make 
conferences like PDI so special. Most importantly, I hope that you have fun and make the most of your time here. 

Feel free to reach out to me anytime with any questions or thoughts you might have. I look forward to seeing you in 
committee! 

Sincerely, 

Eric Mohorea '28 (em4523@princeton.edu) 
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FROM YOUR CHAIR 
 
 
Dear Delegates,  

​ Hello! My name is Angel Tang. I am a junior at Princeton University and I will be acting as your Chair in the 
committee Journey to the West, 2026. As your chair, I am honored to officially welcome you to PDI 2026. 

​ I am a student at Princeton University’s Class of 2027, majoring in Computer Science with minors in Statistics 
and Machine Learning and Cognitive Science. I am from Rochester, NY and I first began participating in Model UN 
as a high school freshman and have been a part of it ever since. I am also part of Princeton’s Chinese Theater and 
am Mahjong Chair for Princeton’s Chinese Association. For fun, I like to read classics and listen to Chinese Indie 
Rock. 

​ In Journey to the West, delegates should expect to make decisions that influence the future of the cosmos. 
Whether the pilgrimage to retrieve the sacred scriptures strengthens Heaven’s authority or exposes its fragility will 
be up to the committee. Delegates will need to balance questions of spiritual doctrine and moral cultivation with 
debates over power, legitimacy, and governance across Heaven, the mortal realm, and the demon world. Participants 
must navigate a rapidly shifting landscape where ancient traditions collide with disruptive forces, divine law is open 
to interpretation, and figures outside Heaven’s hierarchy—demon kings, rogue immortals, and bodhisattvas with 
their own agendas—exert growing influence. Delegates should be prepared to defend their positions vigorously in 
committee, while remaining open to compromise as alliances shift and new crises emerge. 

​ I earnestly look forward to meeting you all in committee. I have high hopes for all this committee will 
accomplish, and I hope you do too! In the meantime, please look forward to the high-spirited debate and diplomatic 
collaboration that will surely take place in committee. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to send me 
an email to angel.tang@princeton.edu.  

Sincerely,  
Angel Tang 
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COMMITTEE 
DESCRIPTION 

 
 
The Journey to the West committee explores the unfolding consequences of the sacred pilgrimage as it begins and 
spirals beyond anyone’s control. The committee commences at the start of the Tang monk’s journey and follows the 
pilgrimage forward as events escalate, alliances shift, and the original purpose of the journey is repeatedly tested, 
distorted, and redefined by those who involve themselves in it. 
 
TOPIC: THE SACRED JOURNEY AND ITS UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES 

The journey to retrieve the Buddhist scriptures was never meant to be stable. From its very beginning, the 
pilgrimage attracts gods seeking legitimacy, demons seeking opportunity, bodhisattvas testing virtue, and celestial 
officials attempting to impose order on a path that resists control. Each intervention—whether divine, bureaucratic, 
or self-interested—changes the journey itself. As the travelers move westward, conflicts arise not from a single 
villain, but from overlapping motivations: power struggles within Heaven, rival interpretations of enlightenment, 
personal vendettas, and the temptation to exploit the journey for political or spiritual gain. Attempts to guide or 
protect the pilgrims often produce unintended effects, empowering new forces or provoking greater resistance. 
Delegates will not be tasked with preserving cosmic order or ensuring the journey’s success. Instead, they will shape 
how the journey unfolds, who benefits from it, who suffers, and what the pilgrimage ultimately comes to represent. 
Whether the journey ends in enlightenment, domination, fragmentation, or something entirely unforeseen will 
depend on the choices made in committee. 

PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURES 

Each committee position represents an actor with the ability to influence the journey in different ways—through 
direct intervention, indirect manipulation, moral authority, or raw force. Many actions will require cooperation 
across factions, as no single actor fully controls the pilgrimage. Through directives, crisis notes, and alliances, 
delegates may attempt to accelerate the journey, derail it, redefine its purpose, or transform it into something 
entirely new. Success in this committee will come not from maintaining stability, but from navigating uncertainty, 
embracing chaos, and adapting as the journey reveals consequences no one originally intended. 
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TOPIC:  
Journey to the West

 
​  

INTRODUCTION 
​ From the establishment of 
Heaven’s bureaucracy to the early 
years of the Tang dynasty, countless 
gods, immortals, demons, and spirits 
have risen, fallen, and claimed 
territory across the realms. Over 
centuries, this accumulation of 
power, favors, grudges, and 
unfinished business has produced a 
dense and fragile cosmic landscape. 
Divine offices regulate morality and 
fate, demons govern mountains and 
rivers, and mortals live beneath a 
system they neither fully understand 
nor control. 
 
In recent decades, this balance has 
grown increasingly strained. The 
number of powerful beings roaming 
the mortal world has expanded, 
cultivation has accelerated, and 
Heaven’s authority has become 
inconsistent in its enforcement. 
Formerly isolated conflicts now 
intersect, as divine interventions 
overlap with demonic ambitions and 
personal vendettas. What once 
unfolded slowly over centuries now 
escalates in rapid succession, with 
small incidents triggering 
far-reaching consequences. 
 
The journey to retrieve the Buddhist 
scriptures emerges from this 
environment not as a solution, but 
as a catalyst. Intended to test virtue 
and spread enlightenment, the 
pilgrimage instead cuts directly 
through regions dense with power 

and unresolved tension. Each 
encounter—whether with a demon 
king, a celestial general, or a 
bodhisattva—creates ripples that 
attract further interference. Trials 
multiply, alliances form and collapse, 
and attempts to impose order often 
generate even greater disruption. 
 
As the journey advances, the 
question is no longer whether 
obstacles will arise, but whether the 
accumulation of interventions will 
overwhelm the pilgrimage itself. Will 
the journey proceed through 
adaptation and negotiation, or will 
competing forces transform it into 
something unrecognizable? And if 
the consequences spiral beyond 
control, who—if anyone—will be 
able to untangle what has been set in 
motion? 
 

HISTORY OF THE TOPIC 

​ Since the earliest days of 
Heaven’s bureaucratic order, the 
cosmos has been governed by a 
complex hierarchy of celestial 
offices, divine laws, and moral 
codes. Gods preside over natural 
phenomena, immortals cultivate 
their powers, demons claim 
territories beyond Heaven’s reach, 
and mortals live beneath a system 
they rarely understand or control. 
While this structure appears orderly, 
enforcement has always been 
uneven. Personal relationships, 
favoritism, and political compromise 
frequently undermine Heaven’s 
authority, leaving room for powerful 
beings to act autonomously so long 
as they do not openly challenge the 
Jade Emperor. 

 

Sovereign of Heaven: the Jade Emperor 
watches over the celestial order, where 
power, politics, and prophecy collide. 

Sun Wukong emerged as the most 
disruptive of these forces. Born 
from a stone formed by the 
primordial energies of Heaven and 
Earth, he entered the world with no 
lineage, no assigned fate, and no 
oversight.1 From the moment of his 
birth, he represented a type of 
power that Heaven struggled to 
regulate. Through tireless 
self-cultivation under Patriarch 
Subhuti, he gained abilities that few, 
if any, could match: mastery over the 
seventy-two transformations, the 
ability to travel on clouds, 
formidable combat skills, and 
repeated access to immortality.2 
Each accomplishment expanded his 

2 Contributors to, “Characters,” Journey to the 
West Wiki (Fandom, Inc., 2025), 
https://journey-to-the-west-xiyouji.fandom.co
m/wiki/Characters. 

1Cheng-En Wu and Anthony C Yu, The 
Journey to the West (Chicago: University Of 
Chicago Press, Cop, 2012). 
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influence and made him increasingly 
resistant to divine control. Heaven, 
initially unaware of his growing 
strength, underestimated the scale of 
his power. 

The first interventions by Heaven 
were insufficient. Sun Wukong 
acquired the Ruyi Jingu Bang from 
the Dragon King, destabilizing the 
seas, and erased his name and those 
of his monkey subjects from the 
Book of Life and Death, directly 
undermining the underworld’s 
authority.3 Declaring himself the 
“Great Sage Equal to Heaven,” he 
openly challenged the celestial 
hierarchy. Rather than decisively 
eliminating him, Heaven attempted 
to absorb him into its bureaucracy, 
appointing him to minor posts such 
as Protector of the Heavenly 
Horses, a symbolic gesture meant to 
neutralize him.4 These attempts only 
highlighted the weaknesses of 
Heaven’s merit system. Humiliated, 
Sun Wukong rebelled outright, 
defeating celestial generals, 
consuming sacred peaches, elixirs, 
and wine, and repeatedly evading 
capture. Ultimately, he was subdued 
not by Heaven’s armies, but through 
the intervention of Buddha, who 
trapped him beneath the Five 
Elements Mountain for five 
hundred years.5 

5 Cheng-En Wu and Anthony C Yu, The 
Journey to the West (Chicago: University Of 
Chicago Press, Cop, 2012). 

4 Irwen Wong, “Summary of Journey to the 
West,” Journey to the West Library, January 9, 
2021, 
https://www.journeytothewestlibrary.com/nove
l-summary. 

3 Cheng-En Wu and Anthony C Yu, The 
Journey to the West (Chicago: University Of 
Chicago Press, Cop, 2012). 

Other figures also fell out of 
Heaven’s favor during this period. 
Zhu Bajie, formerly the Marshal of 
the Heavenly Reeds, was banished to 
the mortal realm after violating 
celestial discipline, caught between 
his former status and his animal 
form.6 Sha Wujing, once a celestial 
general, was exiled after a mishap 
destroyed a valuable heavenly object, 
condemned to cycles of hardship in 
the mortal world.7 These exiles were 
not rebels like Sun Wukong, but 
their existence reflected a system 
more interested in punishment than 
proportional justice, leaving 
powerful figures unmanaged and 
resentment accumulating across the 
realms. 

 

Meet the unlikely heroes of the journey: 
Tang Sanzang, the devoted monk; Sun 
Wukong, the rebellious Monkey King; 

Zhu Bajie, the gluttonous yet strong; and 
Sha Wujing, the loyal and steadfast. 

Together, they embark on a quest that will 
test courage, wit, and loyalty. 

Tang Sanzang entered this fragile 
world as a figure of moral authority 

7 “List of Journey to the West Characters,” 
Wikipedia, May 31, 2021, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Journey_
to_the_West_characters. 

6 Vbtutor.net, 2026, 
https://www.vbtutor.net/Xiyouji/character_prof
iles.htm. 

rather than raw power. A devout 
monk supported by the Tang 
Emperor and guided by Guanyin, he 
was chosen for the journey west not 
because of his strength but because 
of his spiritual purity.8 The 
pilgrimage to retrieve the Buddhist 
scriptures was intended as a test of 
virtue and enlightenment, but it also 
functioned as a tool to control 
chaos. By binding Sun Wukong, Zhu 
Bajie, and Sha Wujing to his service, 
Heaven and the Buddhist 
establishment sought to redirect 
forces that could not be eliminated. 
The journey offered a controlled 
path, a way to channel dangerous 
power into an ordered mission, with 
the hope that discipline, karma, or 
enlightenment would contain what 
could not be destroyed. 

On the eve of the journey, Heaven 
appeared stable but was strained 
beneath the surface. Authority was 
divided between the Jade Emperor’s 
bureaucracy and the Buddhist moral 
hierarchy, and enforcement relied on 
inconsistent ad hoc interventions. 
Powerful figures continued to act 
outside formal control, and the 
pilgrimage itself, though intended to 
regulate these forces, created a 
moving focal point for interference. 
With Sun Wukong and his 
companions now bound to the 
journey, the cosmos was set on a 
path where each encounter, each 
challenge, and each decision could 
ripple outward in ways no one could 
fully predict. The journey was no 
longer merely a test of virtue; it was 

8 Contributors to, “Characters,” Journey to the 
West Wiki (Fandom, Inc., 2025), 
https://journey-to-the-west-xiyouji.fandom.co
m/wiki/Characters. 

 

‎ ‎7‎‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎  ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎Princeton Diplomatic Invitational 2026‎‎ 

https://www.journeytothewestlibrary.com/novel-summary
https://www.journeytothewestlibrary.com/novel-summary
https://www.journeytothewestlibrary.com/novel-summary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Journey_to_the_West_characters
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Journey_to_the_West_characters
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Journey_to_the_West_characters
https://www.vbtutor.net/Xiyouji/character_profiles.htm
https://www.vbtutor.net/Xiyouji/character_profiles.htm
https://www.vbtutor.net/Xiyouji/character_profiles.htm
https://journey-to-the-west-xiyouji.fandom.com/wiki/Characters
https://journey-to-the-west-xiyouji.fandom.com/wiki/Characters
https://journey-to-the-west-xiyouji.fandom.com/wiki/Characters


Journey to the West, 2026 

 
the beginning of a dynamic struggle 
whose consequences would unfold 
across Heaven, Earth, and the 
realms of demons alike. 

CURRENT SITUATION 
​ The pilgrimage to retrieve the 
Buddhist scriptures begins at a 
moment of tense instability across 
Heaven, Earth, and the mortal 
realm. Sun Wukong has been 
trapped beneath the Five Elements 
Mountain by Buddha for five 
centuries, a punishment intended to 
contain the chaotic force he 
represents. He remains bound 
beneath the mountain, unaware of 
the current state of the cosmos, yet 
his legend has already set 
expectations for what a single 
irrepressible force can accomplish.  

 
Tang Sanzang discovers the imprisoned 

Monkey King, the first spark of a journey 
that will shake Heaven and Earth. 

 
It is Tang Sanzang, known for his 
unwavering virtue, who comes to 
the mountain under the guidance of 
Guanyin. She directs him to the site, 
where he discovers the imprisoned 

Monkey King and secures his 
release. Wukong emerges from the 
mountain with a mixture of 
curiosity, cunning, and simmering 
defiance, his powers largely intact, 
but now tempered by the binding of 
the golden headband. This magical 
circlet, placed on his forehead by 
Tang Sanzang at Guanyin’s 
instruction, allows the monk to 
restrain Wukong with a chant, 
ensuring that the volatile immortal’s 
immense strength is kept in check 
during the journey.9 

 
A crown of control: the golden headband 

binds the Monkey King, balancing 
immense power with unwavering obedience. 
 
Tang Sanzang himself is at the heart 
of the pilgrimage, representing 
moral authority and spiritual 
purpose rather than physical power. 
His journey west is framed as a test 
of virtue, and his presence is the 
tether that holds Wukong’s chaos in 
some measure of alignment. He 
embodies the fragile moral order 
that Heaven hopes to project across 
the mortal realm and the 
demon-ruled territories the group 
will traverse. His knowledge of 
scripture and his purity of heart are 
his tools for navigating the trials 
ahead, yet he remains dependent on 
the companions he has yet to fully 
understand or command. 

9 Cheng-En Wu and Anthony C Yu, The 
Journey to the West (Chicago: University Of 
Chicago Press, Cop, 2012). 

 
Zhu Bajie, once a marshal in 
Heaven, joins the group after his 
exile and years of wandering the 
mortal world. He is bound to the 
pilgrimage as a form of redemption, 
yet his gluttonous tendencies and 
desire for personal comfort often 
bring complications. Despite his 
flaws, his size and strength make 
him indispensable for encounters 
that require raw force. Zhu Bajie’s 
attitude toward the journey is 
pragmatic; he seeks to fulfill the 
mission while minimizing personal 
effort and maximizing personal 
enjoyment, a dynamic that often 
clashes with Wukong’s impulsive 
energy and Tang Sanzang’s strict 
moral guidance.10 
 
Sha Wujing, formerly a celestial 
general punished for a mishap in 
Heaven, becomes the third 
companion after years of servitude 
along the riverways and desert paths. 
His disciplined nature and steady 
temperament provide balance to the 
group, particularly in moments of 
tension between Wukong’s volatility 
and Zhu Bajie’s self-interest. Sha 
Wujing’s loyalty is absolute, born 
from the long experience of 
punishment and exile, and he serves 
as the stabilizing backbone of the 
party, quietly ensuring that the 
journey can continue even when 
chaos erupts.11 
 
Heaven itself remains watchful but 
strained. The Jade Emperor’s 

11 “List of Journey to the West Characters,” 
Wikipedia, May 31, 2021, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Journey_
to_the_West_characters. 

10 Vbtutor.net, 2026, 
https://www.vbtutor.net/Xiyouji/character_prof
iles.htm. 
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bureaucracy is still fragmented, 
authority uneven, and many celestial 
generals and deities continue to act 
according to personal motives or 
rivalries rather than consistent 
policy. Guanyin, as a guiding force, 
monitors the group and intervenes 
when necessary, though her 
influence is selective and often 
delayed. Other divine and demonic 
powers are aware of the pilgrimage, 
and the very act of four individuals 
traveling across territories long 
governed by rival powers has already 
set celestial gossip and schemes in 
motion. Each encounter—whether 
with mountain spirits, demon kings, 
or minor deities—is likely to attract 
further interference, making the 
journey a dynamic, unpredictable 
test of both virtue and survival. 
 
At this moment, the four are united 
yet imperfectly aligned. Sun 
Wukong’s raw, nearly uncontrollable 
power contrasts with Tang Sanzang’s 
moral authority, Zhu Bajie’s 
self-interest, and Sha Wujing’s 
disciplined reliability. The golden 
headband remains the single 
mechanism by which the journey 
can maintain control over Wukong, 
though its effectiveness depends 
entirely on Sanzang’s vigilance and 
skill in the use of its spell. Heaven 
hopes that the pilgrimage will 
succeed, not only in retrieving the 
scriptures but also in channeling the 
disruptive energies of these 
powerful exiles into a mission with 
direction, yet the cosmic stage is set 
for unexpected developments. Every 
step forward will test the group’s 
cohesion, challenge the fragile moral 
and celestial order, and attract 
interference from all corners of 

Heaven, Earth, and the realms of 
demons. The pilgrimage has begun, 
and with the first step, the 
consequences of centuries of 
unresolved power and tension begin 
to unfold. 

 
Four companions, one quest: the Monkey 
King, Zhu Bajie, Sha Wujing, and the 

monk Tang Sanzang set out to face 
demons, trials, and destiny itself. 

 
KEY TERMS 

 
Golden Headband (金箍圈): A 
magical circlet placed on Sun 
Wukong’s head by Tang Sanzang 
under Guanyin’s guidance. The 
headband can tighten and inflict 
pain when Sanzang recites a specific 
spell, controlling Wukong’s 
behavior. It is the primary 
mechanism for restraining the 
Monkey King’s immense power 
during the pilgrimage. 
 
72 Transformations (七十二变): 
Sun Wukong’s ability to transform 
into 72 different creatures and 
objects, from animals to inanimate 
forms. These transformations give 
him stealth, versatility, and strategic 
advantages, though certain powerful 
beings can see through them. 
 
Cloud Somersault (筋斗云): Sun 
Wukong’s method of rapid travel, 
allowing him to leap great distances 
in a single somersault. This ability 

makes him a key operative in any 
crisis, capable of rapid response and 
reconnaissance. 
 
Ruyi Jingu Bang (如意金箍棒): Sun 
Wukong’s magical staff, which can 
change size at will, extend 
indefinitely, and shrink to the size of 
a needle. It is indestructible and 
serves both offensive and defensive 
functions. 
 
Heaven (天宫): The celestial 
bureaucracy led by the Jade 
Emperor, responsible for 
maintaining cosmic order. Its 
authority is extensive but 
inconsistently enforced, with 
political rivalries and personal 
motives often creating gaps in 
oversight. 
 
Five Elements Mountain (五行山): 
The mountain under which Sun 
Wukong was imprisoned by Buddha 
for 500 years. Its magical weight and 
confinement spell rendered him 
immobile until released by Tang 
Sanzang. 
 
Binding Spell (紧箍咒): The 
incantation used by Tang Sanzang to 
activate the golden headband, 
causing pain to Wukong and 
compelling obedience. It exemplifies 
the delicate balance of power in the 
party: moral authority controlling 
brute force. 
 

QUESTIONS 
●​ What risks and consequences 

could arise from Sun Wukong’s 
immense power if left 
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unchecked during the 
pilgrimage? 

●​ How should Tang Sanzang 
balance moral authority with 
practical enforcement to 
maintain order among his 
companions? 

●​ Which strategies can be used to 
navigate or negotiate with 
demon kings, mountain spirits, 
and other supernatural forces 
along the journey? 

●​ How should the group 
prioritize safety, speed, and 
spiritual integrity when facing 
morally ambiguous or deceptive 
adversaries? 

●​ What alliances or rivalries in 
Heaven, Earth, or the demon 
realms could influence the 
outcome of the journey, and 
how can they be managed or 
leveraged? 

●​ What measures can be taken to 
ensure that the group’s 
successes do not inadvertently 
cause further chaos in Heaven, 
Earth, or the mortal realm? 
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Tang Sanzang / Tripitaka (唐三藏) 
 

Tang Sanzang is the Buddhist monk tasked with retrieving the sacred scriptures from the West, serving as 
the moral and spiritual core of the pilgrimage. His values prioritize compassion, nonviolence, faith, and adherence 
to Buddhist discipline. As a mortal chosen by Heaven, Tang Sanzang emphasizes moral righteousness and spiritual 
purity over force, often seeking peaceful solutions even in the face of danger. His motivations stem from fulfilling 
Heaven’s mandate and achieving enlightenment not only for himself, but for all beings. While he relies heavily on his 
disciples for protection, he asserts moral authority through unwavering belief in mercy and redemption. Tang 
Sanzang aligns closely with Guanyin and the Buddhist pantheon, trusting their guidance, while frequently clashing 
with Sun Wukong over the necessity of violence and deception. 

 
Sun Wukong / The Monkey King (孙悟空) 
 

Sun Wukong is the primary protector of the pilgrimage, known for his immense strength, magical abilities, 
and rebellious past. His values emphasize autonomy, loyalty earned through respect, and practical justice rather than 
rigid morality. Once a defiant rebel against Heaven, Wukong now operates under restraint, bound by the Golden 
Headband, which enforces obedience through pain. His motivations lie in redemption, self-mastery, and proving 
that power can be guided by discipline rather than suppressed. Wukong forms strong allegiances with Tang Sanzang, 
despite frequent conflict, and acts as the group’s decisive enforcer against demons and hostile forces. He maintains 
complicated relationships with Heaven and former allies such as the Bull Demon King, embodying tension between 
rebellion and responsibility. 

 
Zhu Bajie (猪八戒) 
 

Zhu Bajie is a former Marshal of Heaven demoted for indulgence and moral failure, now serving as a 
reluctant disciple on the pilgrimage. His values prioritize comfort, survival, and emotional honesty, often clashing 
with the ascetic ideals of the journey. Bajie’s motivations stem from self-preservation and eventual redemption, 
though he frequently complains and seeks shortcuts. Despite his flaws, he exhibits deep loyalty and a surprising 
moral intuition, particularly regarding hypocrisy among gods and demons. Bajie aligns loosely with Sun Wukong in 
pragmatic matters while often sympathizing with ordinary people encountered along the journey. His internal 
conflict between desire and duty makes him a destabilizing yet revealing presence within the group. 

 
Sha Wujing (沙悟净) 
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Sha Wujing is a former celestial general punished severely for a minor transgression and exiled to the mortal 
realm. His values center on loyalty, discipline, and quiet perseverance. Unlike the other disciples, Sha Wujing rarely 
challenges authority, serving instead as the stabilizing force of the pilgrimage. His motivations are rooted in 
enduring suffering with dignity and achieving redemption through service. He aligns closely with Tang Sanzang, 
respecting spiritual authority, and supports Sun Wukong through steadfast reliability rather than forceful action. Sha 
Wujing’s arc reflects the cost of disproportionate punishment and the strength found in humility and endurance. 

 
Guanyin (观音菩萨) 
 

Guanyin is the Bodhisattva of Compassion and the principal architect of the pilgrimage. Her values 
emphasize mercy, spiritual growth, and enlightenment through trial. Acting as an overseer rather than a constant 
guide, Guanyin intervenes selectively, believing suffering and uncertainty are necessary for moral development. Her 
motivations focus on restoring balance between Heaven, humanity, and the spiritual realm. Guanyin maintains 
authority over Tang Sanzang and influence over the disciples, particularly Sun Wukong, whom she helped recruit. 
While aligned with Heaven, she often operates independently of its rigid bureaucracy, prioritizing outcomes over 
protocol. 

 
The Jade Emperor (玉皇大帝) 
 

The Jade Emperor serves as the nominal ruler of Heaven, presiding over its vast celestial hierarchy. His 
values emphasize order, hierarchy, and stability, often at the expense of adaptability. His motivations are rooted in 
maintaining cosmic balance while minimizing disruption to celestial governance. Historically unable to control Sun 
Wukong directly, the Jade Emperor delegates responsibility to bodhisattvas like Guanyin. He maintains distant 
oversight of the pilgrimage, intervening only when celestial authority is directly threatened. His role reflects the 
limitations of centralized power when faced with moral complexity and uncontrolled forces. 

 
Tathāgata Buddha (如来佛祖) 
 

Tathāgata Buddha is the supreme spiritual authority whose power and insight surpass that of the Heavenly 
bureaucracy. His values emphasize enlightenment, karmic balance, and transformation through self-awareness rather 
than punishment. He intervenes decisively when Sun Wukong’s rebellion threatens cosmic order, imprisoning him 
beneath Five Elements Mountain, yet later allows his release under strict conditions. His motivations lie in guiding 
all beings toward enlightenment, even if that requires prolonged suffering. The Buddha maintains a distant but 
decisive influence over the pilgrimage, representing a higher authority than the Jade Emperor and serving as the 
ultimate arbiter when Heaven’s systems fail. 

 
Heavenly King Li Jing (李靖, Pagoda-Bearing Heavenly King) 
 

Li Jing is a senior military commander of Heaven, responsible for enforcing celestial law and suppressing 
major threats. His values center on discipline, order, and military hierarchy. He played a leading role in Heaven’s 
failed attempts to subdue Sun Wukong and continues to view Wukong as a latent threat. Li Jing’s motivations 
involve restoring Heaven’s authority and preventing embarrassment caused by past failures. He aligns strongly with 
the Jade Emperor and often advocates stricter control measures, including the continued use of restraints like the 
Golden Headband. 

 
Nezha (哪吒) 
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Nezha is a youthful warrior deity and son of Li Jing, known for his independence, martial skill, and moral 
absolutism. His values emphasize justice, bravery, and personal honor over bureaucratic obedience. Nezha fought 
Sun Wukong during the rebellion and recognizes his strength, developing a begrudging respect for him. Nezha’s 
motivations revolve around confronting corruption and hypocrisy within Heaven, even when it implicates his own 
father. He occupies an ambiguous position, torn between loyalty to Heaven and admiration for Wukong’s defiance. 

 
Bull Demon King (牛魔王) 

 
The Bull Demon King is one of the most powerful demon rulers in the mortal realm and a former sworn 

brother of Sun Wukong. His values prioritize strength, sovereignty, and loyalty to personal bonds over divine law. 
Once an ally to Wukong during his rebellion against Heaven, the Bull Demon King now governs vast territories and 
commands formidable demonic forces. His motivations are shaped by resentment toward Heaven’s hypocrisy and a 
desire to preserve demon autonomy in the face of increasing celestial interference. While his past friendship with 
Wukong creates the potential for alliance or conflict, his interests may directly oppose the pilgrimage if it threatens 
demon-controlled regions. The Bull Demon King represents organized demonic resistance and the lingering 
consequences of Wukong’s rebellious past. 

 
Princess Iron Fan (铁扇公主) 

 
Princess Iron Fan is the wife of the Bull Demon King and the wielder of the Banana Leaf Fan, a powerful 

artifact capable of controlling wind, fire, and natural disasters. Her values emphasize family protection, territorial 
sovereignty, and emotional loyalty. Pragmatic and sharp-minded, she is less interested in ideology than in preserving 
her domain and her son’s future. Her motivations often place her in opposition to the pilgrims, particularly when 
their journey disrupts her lands or weakens demonic authority. Though not inherently hostile to Heaven, she 
distrusts its promises and resents its selective enforcement of order. Princess Iron Fan embodies the political 
leverage of artifacts and the personal stakes that complicate cosmic conflicts. 

 
Red Boy (红孩儿) 

 
Red Boy is the son of the Bull Demon King and Princess Iron Fan, notorious for his mastery of Samadhi 

Fire, a flame that even celestial beings struggle to extinguish. His values center on pride, recognition, and proving 
his worth independent of his parents. Brash and ambitious, Red Boy seeks legitimacy and power through 
confrontation rather than negotiation. His motivations are driven by a desire to challenge established 
hierarchies—both demonic and celestial—and to carve out his own legacy. His eventual capture and transformation 
under Guanyin’s guidance highlight the tension between suppression and redemption. Red Boy represents volatile 
youth, unchecked power, and the possibility of radical transformation through forceful intervention. 

 
King Yama (阎王) 

 
King Yama is one of the rulers of the Underworld, overseeing judgment, punishment, and the 

administration of life and death. His values emphasize karmic balance, procedural order, and cosmic accountability. 
Humiliated by Sun Wukong’s past erasure of names from the Book of Life and Death, King Yama harbors lingering 
resentment and distrust toward Heaven’s handling of powerful immortals. His motivations involve restoring the 
authority of the Underworld and preventing further disruptions to reincarnation and karmic cycles. While he rarely 
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intervenes directly in mortal affairs, disturbances caused by the pilgrimage may force his hand. King Yama 
represents the consequences of past actions resurfacing and the limits of forgiveness in cosmic governance. 

 
Taishang Laojun (太上老君) 

 
Taishang Laojun is the Daoist sage of Heaven and master alchemist, responsible for crafting many of the 

elixirs and artifacts that sustain immortality. His values emphasize balance, experimentation, and detached 
observation rather than moral absolutism. Though aligned with Heaven, he often operates independently, viewing 
chaos as a necessary condition for transformation. His motivations lie in preserving cosmic equilibrium through 
calculated intervention, even if it means empowering dangerous forces temporarily. Having previously failed to 
contain Sun Wukong within his furnace, Laojun remains wary of uncontrolled power. He represents the ethical 
ambiguity of scientific and alchemical authority within a moralized cosmos. 

 
Erlang Shen (二郎神) 

 
Erlang Shen is a powerful celestial warrior known for his third eye, which grants true sight and the ability to 

perceive deception. His values emphasize duty, precision, and personal honor. As one of the few beings who fought 
Sun Wukong to a standstill, Erlang Shen commands respect from both Heaven and its enemies. His motivations 
center on preventing large-scale disorder while maintaining his own moral code, which often puts him at odds with 
Heaven’s bureaucratic indecision. Though loyal to Heaven, he is skeptical of its leadership and willing to act 
independently if necessary. Erlang Shen represents disciplined force capable of decisive intervention. 

 
Bodhisattva Maitreya (弥勒佛) 

 
Maitreya is the future Buddha, embodying patience, tolerance, and the promise of eventual enlightenment. 

His values emphasize long-term transformation over immediate resolution. Often underestimated due to his jovial 
demeanor, Maitreya possesses profound spiritual authority and subtle influence. His motivations involve guiding 
events toward outcomes that promote growth, even if they involve temporary suffering or disorder. Unlike 
Guanyin, Maitreya favors indirect manipulation and delayed consequences. He represents the danger of 
misinterpreting benevolence as passivity and the power of patience in shaping destiny. 

 
Yellow Wind Demon (黄风怪) 

 
The Yellow Wind Demon is a former monk turned demon king, wielding destructive winds capable of 

blinding and disorienting even immortals. His values reflect bitterness, survival, and the rejection of failed spiritual 
paths. Once a practitioner of Buddhist teachings, his fall into demonhood fuels his resentment toward moral 
authorities. His motivations are driven by revenge against institutions that abandoned or punished him. The Yellow 
Wind Demon represents ideological disillusionment and the potential for former believers to become the most 
dangerous adversaries. 

 
White Bone Spirit (白骨精) 

 
The White Bone Spirit is a cunning demon who specializes in deception and manipulation, often disguising 

herself to exploit compassion and moral rigidity. Her values prioritize survival, intelligence, and psychological 
control over brute force. Her motivations involve exploiting Tang Sanzang’s mercy to destabilize the group from 
within, particularly by sowing distrust between him and Sun Wukong. Though physically weaker than other demons, 
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her ability to provoke internal conflict makes her uniquely dangerous. She represents the vulnerability of moral 
absolutism to manipulation. 

 
Dragon King of the Western Sea (西海龙王) 

 
The Dragon King of the Western Sea is a sovereign of the oceans, responsible for regulating weather, tides, 

and aquatic territories. His values emphasize territorial authority, tradition, and negotiated power. Having previously 
lost sacred treasures to Sun Wukong, he harbors resentment toward Heaven’s failure to protect lesser rulers. His 
motivations focus on preserving autonomy against both demonic encroachment and celestial exploitation. The 
Dragon King represents neutral powers forced into conflict by larger struggles. 

 
Kṣitigarbha Bodhisattva (地藏王菩萨) 

 
Kṣitigarbha is the Bodhisattva who vows not to attain Buddhahood until all beings in hell are saved. His 

values emphasize compassion, responsibility, and bearing suffering on behalf of others. Closely associated with the 
Underworld, he often mediates between karmic justice and mercy. His motivations involve mitigating the collateral 
damage of cosmic conflicts, particularly when mortals or lesser spirits suffer unjustly. Kṣitigarbha represents moral 
pressure on all sides, forcing actors to confront the human cost of their decisions. 

 
 
 

 

‎ ‎15‎‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎  ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎ ‎Princeton Diplomatic Invitational 2026‎‎ 


	FROM YOUR DIRECTOR-GENERAL 
	FROM YOUR CHAIR 
	TOPIC:  
	Journey to the West 
	INTRODUCTION 
	HISTORY OF THE TOPIC 
	CURRENT SITUATION 
	KEY TERMS 
	QUESTIONS 
	BIBLIOGRAPHY 

	POSITIONS & PORTFOLIO POWERS 

